VED VYASA 



r/ghi krishna-dmipawana wm mown 
as veda i /vps p Because He nap aw 

PENANCE A NO MEDITATION, ANALWSED. 
DIVIDED ANO INTERPRETED THE VEDAS ‘ 


ANO THEN THAT TIMELESS SEER, FOP THREE 
LONG WEARS, CONTEMPLATE# ON THE LIVES 
AN£> PHILOSOPHIES OF MS ANCIENTS AND 
HIS DESCENDANTS. 


AND NE DtVElT LONG ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
THAT LED TO THE GREAT INAR AMONGST HIS 
GRANDSONS, THE RAURA WAS AND THE 
PANDA WAS; ON THE WAR ITSELF; AND ON 
ITS AFTERMATH. 


AND IN MS WISDOM HE SAW THEM AND 
THEIR ACTS AS NEITHER WHITE NOR BLACK 
BUT GREW. HE SAW .'IN THEIR LIVES THE 
HUMAN CONDITION WITH AN INSIGHT A 
UNIWERSAL/rW THAT IS GIVEN ONLw‘fO 
THE GREATEST OF POETS. 




MAHABHARATA-1 

VEDA VYASA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



AND THEN AS HE BEGAN TO PONDER ON HOW HE 
SHOULD RECORD WHAT HE SAW TOR THE BENEFIT 
OF MANKIND, BRAHMA, THE CREATOR,CAME TO HIM 


0 DIVINE BRAHMA, I HAVE 
COMPOSED A POEM BUT 
I CANNOT THINK OF ANV 
SCRIBE WHO WILL 8E 
. ABLE TO TAKE IT A 
"V POWN. 


1QU CALL THE WORK 
A POEM, O MUNI. SO IT 
SHALL BE A 
V POEM. j 


THERE SHALL 
HOWEVER BE NO 
POET WHOSE 
WORK WILL 
SURPASS 
*. THIS ONE, , 


THEREFORE ,0 MUNI,LET 
6ANESHA BE THE > 
taw SCRIBE, 


MASA CLOSED H/S EVES AND CALLED 
^ GANESHA TO M/ND, i - ^ 


AND BRAHMA RETIRED 
TO HIS ABODE. 


mj i j % 
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VED VYASA 



wash paid obeisance to him and waited till 

HE WAS SEATED. THEN — rj - mm we m gr 


NO SOONER WAS THAT REMOVER OF 
OBSTACLES THOUGHT OF THAN HE WAS 
THERE. i- 


0 6ANESHA, BE THE 
SCRIBE OF THE 8HARATA 
WHICH I HAVE CONCEIVED. 


AND HOU WILL NOT \ 
INSCRIBE ANYTHING IF \ 
THE MEANING IS 
NOT CLEAR TO £ 

.il.iiNt. •; 1/^ 


I WILL BE THE SCRIBE 
OF HOUR WORK IF HOU 
CAN RECITE IT 
WITHOUT A PAUSE. 


<Jk\l (//-?%» 


OM! HAVING ^ZZfl) 
INVOKEP THE ytffr 
J 6RACE OF ,J r2 

NARAVANA AND 
NAPA AND SARASWATI, 
MUST THE WORD / 
JAVA*BE / 

-k UTTERED. S 


GAHESHA HAVING NODDED HIS ASSENT, 
l/VASA BEGAN WITH THE INVOCATION. 


aJl. 

Ww 

b\\ ' 



* IneRAUH' VICTOR*.' MAHABHARATA 3 


*/A* A /GO TO AG JAVA 















































AMARCHITRA KATHA 





AND V9ASA CONTINUED TO 

Nears in accordance with 

WE PACTSV TURNING OUT 
PORTIONS THAT WERE COMPLEX 
AND PROPOUND, 




n r*v %• u**x \ * r u *if 6 *ju#u w*x i*Mm*iL*ix 


EVEN me OMNISCIENT 6AN6SNA 
NAP 70 STOP OCCASfONAllN TO 
GRASP mOSS PORTIONS WHILE 
VUASA WENT ON WITH OTHER 
VERSES IN THEIR HUNDREDS. 




1 kftHfl ..ft n .1 Bug'iOH »iit»aOli0-Ta4O Iigirg 


70 THIS DAN HO ONE IS ABLE 70 
PENETRATE 7HE MEANING OF 
THOSE CLOSED! KNIT VERSES i, 

SO mSTERIOUS IS THEIR IMPORT 


’■QPQuP^ ‘O nC^n!) I'O lO"P ll l> | fQ r U*0 



WHEN AT LAST THE WORN WAS 
COMPLETED VVASA TAUGHT R/S 
DISOPLES— S UMANTA, Jfl/AW/W, 
PA/LA. VA/SHAM PARANA AND 
HIS OWN SON SHUNA —THEPOUR 
VEDAS AND THE MAHABHARATA 
AS THEPIPTH. r?—:- t—. - 


,-M fi¬ 


ts* 




*>*• • . 


BUT ONLH AFTER THE MAIN CHARACTERS OF Ht$ 
WORN HAD DEPARTED FROM THE EARTH, DID HE 
PERMIT THEIR STORW TO BE RECITED IN PUBLIC . 
AND THIS IS HOW IT CAME TO PA S$. 
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VED VYASA 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 













n 


WHV PIP MV ANCESTORS WAR 
WITH ONE ANOTHER? IT COULP 
NOT HAVE BEEN A SIMPLE 
CAUSE FOR WHICH THE 
VIRTUOUS ONES SLEW THOSE 
WHOM THEV SHOULp HOT HAVE, 
ANP FOR WHICH THE WORLP 
STILL APPIAUPS THEM. TELL 
ME, 0 SAGE, WHV THAT 
TERRIBLE CARNAGE I 0 SAGE, 
TELL ME ALL ABOUT MV 


ANCESTORS ANP THEIR 


ANCIENTS 
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VED VYASA 



AND THEN ADDRESSED THE MNQ 


0 MONARCH, 

I SHALL RECITE IT. 

BUT THIS HISTORY TOLD 
BV RISHI VVASA COHSISTS 
OF OVER A HUNDRED 
THOUSAND VERSES AND 
WILL TAKE TIME, 


IT IS A DISCOURSE ON 
DHARMA,ON ARTHA,ON 
KAMA. WHAT IS CONTAIW- 
EP IN THIS WORK ABOUT 
VIRTUE, WEALTH, PLEASURE 

and salvation mav be 

SEEN ELSEWHERE, BUT— 


•>- WHATEVER 
IS NOT CONTAINED 
IN THIS, IS NOT TO BE 
FOUND AN4WH6RE. 
HE THAT KNOWS IT 
MAV BE REGARDED 
AS ONE WHO KNOWS 
THE VEDAS. 


jyg 

'1 tfroU 




NARRATE TO THE Kt N6 
WHAT MOU HAVE 
HEARP FROM y 
V ME. / 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



^ THIS HISTORY OF A 
THE BHARATA RACE- 
COMMENCING FROM 
MANU t THE 6RANPS0N 
OF AD1TI, THE MOTHER 
OF THE PEVAS—IS 
CAU.6I? THE 
MAHABHARATA. 


"/N me rr/ta yuga me power of kings was 

UNTAINTED BY GREED, LUST AND ANGER. 




TNE BRAHMA NAS WHO WERE WELL -VERSED 
M l/ED/C LORE DID NOT TORN THE VEDAS INTO 
A COMMODITY OF TRADE. 


AND NO VAISHVA IN THOSE DAYS EVER EXPLOIT¬ 
ED THE TILLER OF THE SOIL. OR SOUGHT TO 
DECEIVE PEOPLE 8V USING FAULTY MEASURES. 




"but as the treta and dwarara vugas set , 

MANY UNJUST, GREEDY, TYRANT HINES DEVOID 
OF TRUTH AND VIRTUE 
RAVISHED THE EARTH. 
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VED VYASA 


" AND THEN, 0 MONARCH, 8HOONU DEVt, OPPRESSED BV 
THE RISE OP THE WICKED, CALLED TO MIND BRAHMA , 
THE GRANDStRE OF ALL CREATURES, WHO DIVINING HER 
PURPOSE SAIPry 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



U K/NG DUSHSANTA WANTING TO MEET SAGE HANNA, ONCE ARRIVED AT HIS ASHRAMA 
ALL ALONE. THE RISHI WAS NOT THERE BUT SNAHUNTALA*, H/S FOSTER-DAUGHTER, 
RECEIVED THE RING WITH HONOUR. ENCHANTED fiV HER GRACE AND BEAUTS , 

THE R/N6 SAID: 



>S . ADAPTATION OF the s tors of shakuntala differs from the 
ORIGINAL MAHABHARATA VERSION. 




































































VED VYASA 





O FAULTLESS ONE, > 
HOU NEEP NO SANCTION 
BUT HOUR OWN. WEP ME 
NOW BN THE 6ANPHARVA 
FORM. IT HAS THE 
v APPROVAL OF THE / 
V LEARNEP. 


"ANP PUSH1ANTA WEP HEP ANP KNEW HER AS A 
HUSBAND. THEN, PROMISING TO SEND HIS TROOPS TO 
ESCORT HER TO THE CAPITAL. HE WENT A WAV THINKING: 


ON HEARING THESE INORPS, THE KINS SA/P: 


IF THIS FORM ^ 
OF UNION IS PROPER 
ANP IF IT NEEPS NO 
SANCTION BUT MINE., 
THEN PROMISE TO MAKE 
THE SON BORN OF OUR 
UNION HOUR 
k HEIR-APPARENT. ^ 


I PROMISE! 
ANP I WILL 
TAKE YOU WITH 
ME TO MW 
CAPITAL 


IF WOU CAN 
PROMISE ME THIS 
LET OUR UNION 
TAKE PLACE. 


" THE GAGE RETURNED TO THE A SHRAM A I 

AS SOON AS THE KING LEFr 81 H/S 
ASCETIC POWER. HE KNEW ALL ANP WAS 
PLEASED. HE SAID 


” ANP IN TIME, SHAKUNTALA BROUGHT FORTH A 
SON OP EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



• ANP PIPE ON THEN), ANP WATCHING THESE FEATS,THE SAGE KNEW THAT THE VMS HAP 
CON)e FOE THE BOV TO TAKE H/G PLACE AS THE PRINCE AMONG MEN, I ,, ,.»* • ; ~ V V" I 


" ANP THE PISH/S P/SCIPLES WITH SHAKOAITALA 
ANP HEP SON, WEN PEP THEIR WAV TO 

pushVahta*$ capital. 


LEAD OUR SHAKUNTALA 
ANP HER SON TO THE 
PALACE OF HER HUSBANP 
WITHOUT PELAV, 


w 


12 





























































VED VYASA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THEN, HER VOICE TURNING PEEP WITH SORROW-, 

SHE SAIP:< -^^-- 

7~ 0 KING THERE \ / 

=/ IS NO VIRTUE EQUAL \ | I PO NO 

TO TRUTH. TRUTH IS THE \ V WHAT P 
SEIF. TRUTH IS GOO. I N. SPE* 
, THEREFORE 00 NOT / ir —5 

V VIOLATE HOUR / 

V. PLEDGE. >/ 


OA' HERRING THESE WORDS, 
SHARUNTALA'S EVES BLAZED AMD 
HER UPS QUIVERED IN ANGER. 
AND SHE SAID: 


HOU THINK NO ONE 
KNOWS OF HOUR PEEP. BUT 
NARAHANA. THE OMNISCIENT 
ONE, LIVES IN THE HEARTS OF 
ALL BEINGS. AND HE HAS 
SEEN UOU. 
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VED VYASA 



CAST MS AWAH IF HOD 
WISH. I AM REA PH TO 
RETURN TO M4 FATHER'S 
■v ASHRAMA- 


l HAVE NOT BEGOTTEN 
AN 1 / SON ON MOU ! GET 
AWA4 FROM HERE, 

V WICKED WOMAN- ^ 


...thecompanh 

OF MEN Like HOU 
IS BEST AVOIDED. 


INDEED 
1 WILL 
GO I 
FOR-.- 


I AM HOUR WIFE, 
IT IS TRUE 40U 
DIP NOT SEND FOR 
ME ASHOU PROMIS¬ 
ED HOU WOULD, 
k BUT I DESERVE 
mTO BE RECEIVED 
« WITH RESPECT, 
m FOR A WIFE IS 
SACRED 
fielP IN WHICH 
F MAN'S OWN 
/ SELF IS BORN. 


BUT DO NOT CAST AWAY 
THIS CHILD WHOM HOU 
BEGOT. CHERISH HIM, 
LET HIM EMBRACE HOU. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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VED VYASA 



r •••HAD I ACCEPTED HIM AS 
SUCH ON SHAKUN TALA'S WORD 
ALONE, VOU WOULD ALWAVS 
HAVE DOUBTED THE PATERNITY 
k OF HOUR FUTURE KINO. / 


' VOU ARE MV DEAREST, 

0 SHAKUNTALA.OUR SON WHOM 
WE WILL NAME BHARATA, 
SHALL BE INSTALLED 
FORTHWITH AS MV 
V HEIR-APPARENT. > 


''AND AFTER PACIFYING SHARUNTALA 
AFFECTIONATELY HE SAID: 


AND 8HARATA i THE SON OF DUSHYANTA. 
TRAVERSED THE EARTH IN HIS SWIFT RESPLEND¬ 
ENT CHARIOT AND FILLING THE SRtkS WITH ITS 
REVERBERATIONS , CONQUERED ALL OTHER RINGS 
AND REI6NED SUPREME. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



»T IS AFTER BHARATA 
TOOjO MONARCH,THAT 
THE GREAT RACE IN 
WHICH HOU WERE ,, 
BORN IS NAMEP. 


ANP IN THE LINE OF THIS 
BHARATA WERE BORN MANV 
60PUK6 RINGS OF WHOM 
SAMVARflNA. the SIXTH, 
WAS THE FATHER OF 
KURUo-ANP PRAT I PA, 

THE THIRTEENTH, THE 
FATHER OF SHANTANU. 


iijfflV'' 1 ' 


ANP SHANTANU'S 
SON, PEVAVRATA,BORN 
OF GANGA,CAME TO BE 
KNOWN AS BHE6SHMA 
FOR THE TERRIBLE 
VOW HE TOOK. 


WHAT WAS THAT 
VOW, 0 SAGE? WHV 
PIP THE SON OF 
GANG A TAKE IT? 




IT WAS TO BENEFIT HIS 
FATHER, O MONARCH . HE 
RESEMBLEP HIS FATHER IN 
LOOKS, IN BEHAVIOUR ANP 
MOST OF ALL IN TRUTHFULNESS 
OF SPEECH- j 


18 






























































VED VYASA 




'y I AM 
f SATI/AVATI.AT 
THE BEHEST OF MV 
FATHER,THE CHIEF I 
OF THE FISHERMEN, 

I FERRV PASSENGERS 
ACROSS THE 
K RIVER. . 




when devavrata came op roe, shantanu 

SUMMONED NIL TNG PAUPAl/AS TO HAST/NAPURA, 
THE CAPITAL OF THE KURUS, AND IN THEIR 
PRESENCE INSTALLED HIM AS HEIR-APPARENT. 


Hr - "! 


"POUR HEARS LATER, WHEN SHANTANU WAS 
WALKING tN THE WOODS ON THE BANK OP THE 
HAM UN A, A SWEET SCENT FILLED THE AIR. AND 
AS HE WALKED ON WONDERING ABOUT ITS 
SOURCE, HE CHANCED UPON A BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN WITH LARGE DARK EHES HE ASKED: 


AND SHANTANU > DESIRING HER FOR A WIFE, 
WENT TO HER FATHER AND SOUGHT MS 
CONSENT ; THE FISHERMAN HEARD ALL AND 
THEN SAID: 


0 MAIDEN , 
WHO ARE HOUR 
WHAT ARE VOU 
COINS HERE? 


W o KIN©, ^ 
I WOULD OF COURSE 
BESTOW AAV DAUGHTER 
ON VOU.FOR TRULV 
I COULD NEVER GET HER 
A HUSBAND EQUAL TO 
V VOU. BUT... > 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



SHF)NTF)NU HEHRP HIS REQUEST Wf HE 

mew re coulq not grant /t. 


"WET HE RETURNED TO HASTtNAPURA THINKING) 
HLC THE WAV ABOUT THE FISHERMAN'S DAUGHTER. 
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VED VYASA 



"END 7NERE SHRNTMNU SPENT M/S T/ME IN HOPELESS SOLITUDE 
DECIDED TO FIND OUT THE PERSON FOP N/S SORROW. 


TILL 


THE DRV DEVAVRffTR 


r 0 SCION OF 
BHARATA'S RACE,VOU 
ARE AfW ONW SON. 
SHOULP ANYTHIN© 
HAPPEN TO **0U, 
t WOULP BE SON- , 
^ LESS. A 


21 











































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




'DEVAVRATA FORTHWITH WENT, WITH A FEW PAURAVA CHIEFS , TO THE CHIEF OF THE FISHER¬ 
MEN AND ASKED FOR HIS DAUGHTER'S HAND ON 8EHALF OF H/S FATHER. AND THE FISHERMAN REPLIED. 


/ WU ARE THE ON Cl SON OF 
SHANTANU. 0 SCION OF BHARATA‘5 
RACE- AS A WIELPER OF WEAPONS, 
t 40U ARE UNEQUALLED. HOUR FATHER 
V ALONE IS WORTHS OF MARRING 
V SATVAVATI. BUT,.. 


BUT I F HOU ARE 
SLAIN IN BATTLE, 
WHAT WILL THE 
FATE OF THE 
BHARATA D4NAST4 
BE? I AM RACKED 
64 THIS ANXIET4. . 


THE INTELLIGENT PEVAVRATA, AFTER 
PONDERING OVERTHE MATTER FOR A WHILE. 
WENT TO AN OLD MINISTER WHO WAS 
HIS FATHER'S CONFIDANT. THE MINISTER 
TOLD HIM ABOUT SAT4AVATI AND THE 
CONDITION LAID DOWN BH HER 

FATHER. _ , 
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VED VYASA 





"BUT, GOADED BN THE DESIRE TO MAKE THE. THRONE SECURE FOP HIS DAUGHTER'S SON ' 
THE FISHERMAN SA/P; 


O FOREMOST OF TRUTHFUL 
MEN, I AM CONFIDENT 
40U WOULD NEVER BREAK 
A PROMISE ONCE GIVEN. 
BUT I HAVE M4 DOUBTS 
ABOUT WHAT THE 
CHILDREN 40U WILL 
BEGET WOULD DO. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



f ' ■' FROM ' 
THIS PAf I 
ADOPT THE 
VOW OF 
BRAHmftCHARVA 


LISTEN CAREFULLY,O KINGS 
I HAVE RELINQUISHED 
MW RIGHT TO THE 
THRONE, LEST ANH CHILD 
v OF MINE SHOULD 
\ CLAIM IT--- A 


AND TO THIS OEl/Pl/RATfi REPLIED 


UPON THIS TUB APSflRAS AND THE OEMS AND THE R/SHIS SHOWERED FLOWERS ON 
DEVPVRATA EXCUm/NS ; 1 ------—- -r —- - ■ g a r -~- 


THIS ONE IS 
BHEESHMA! 


BHEESHMA' 


BHEESHMA! 
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VED VYASA 





DEATH SHALL 
NEVER COME TO HOU 
AS LONG AS HOU WISH 
TO LIVE. O SINLESS 
5 ONEj ONLW AT HOUR 
Y\ BIDDING SHALL 
DEATH APPROACH 
J U VOU. > 


n amazed by me extraordinary act of his son, shantanu 

BESTOWED ON MM THE BOON OF PERTH AT Will. I-r^T- 


"AND WITNESSING AU THIS THE 
FISHERMAN EXCLAIMED: 


"BHEESHMA THEN TURNED 70 SATYAVATI 
AND SAID: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





"A FBIH MONTHS LATER. THE FISH MAS CAUGHT 89 SOME FISHERMEN AND IN THE 
STOMACH OF THAT F/SH TNEV FOUND A MALE AND A FEMALE CH/LD. THE FISHERMEN 


I HAVE HEARP THE LEARNEP*^" 
ANP THE WISE SAV THAT J 
SATUAVATI WAS IN TRUTH THE 5 
PAUGHTER OF VASU UPARICHARA 
ANP THE MOTHER OF V6PA 
VHASA. ENLIGHTEN US ON THE ^ 
TRUTH OF THESE MATTERS, 

0 RISHI. 






WHAT VOU HAVE HEARP IS TRUE.THIS IS 
THE TURN OF THOSE EVENT5. VASU,THE KING 
OF CHEPI, WAS ALSO CALLEP UPARICHARA 
BECAUSE HE COURSEP THROUGH THE SKV 
IN A CELESTIAL CHARIOT GIVEN TO HIM BH 
INPRA> KING OF THE PEVAS. 


"OA'CE WE SEEP OF W/S UPARICHARA MAS 
SM ACCOM BP 89 A FISH IN TAB MATERS OF 
THE 9AMUNA. i--- 
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VED VYASA 



X O KING, N 

WE FOUNp THESE 
TWO BEINGS OF 
HUMAN FORM IN THE 
BOI?y OF A LARGE 
V FISH ! /I 


• • • AND GOING JO UPHR/CHARA SAID ; 




WAS SATVAVATt, RUED A BOAT FOR HER FOSTER 


'WHEN SHE GREW UPJHRT GIRL , WHO 
FATHER ON THE WATERS OF THE YAMUNA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




" HE THEREUPON CREATED A FOG WHICH 


WHILE THUS ENGAGED, SATO A VAT! WAS 
SEEN ONE DAV 8H THE VENERABLE 
RISHI RARASHARA. ,—- 


"AND AS SOON AS HE BEHELD HER, THE RISHI WAS 
SMITTEN WITH DESIRE- 


AND THAT BEST OF R/SHtS SMILED 




LET THE ODOUR OF FISH 


THAT MH BOPy NOW EMITS I 

BE TRANSFORMED INTO A j.\ __ 

SWEET SCENT. / *-^C . 

- M * C c 
r ( u. 


c -?' ■ 
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VED VYASA 




'AND THE ILLUSTRIOUS ONE SETTING HIS 
MIND ON ASCETICISM SHIP: hm «i» ■ 


THINk OF ME 
WHEW WOU NEEP 
ME, MOTHER, ANP 
I SHALL APPEAR 
BEFORE ‘VOU. 


" THE RISHI GRANTED HER IRISH FORTHWITH AND SATHAVATI CAME TO BE KNOWN ALSO AS 
SANPHAUATI, THE SINEET-SCENTEP ONE. 


" AND THE GRACE OF RISHI PAR ASMARA, GANPHAVATI BROUGHT 
FORTH. ON THAT ISLAND , A CHILD OF GREAT ENERGY 
DEVELOPED H/S BODN BH HIS WILL ALONE AS SOON 
HE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THUS WAS MH GURU 
WASA BORN TO 
SATVAVATI OF 
PARASHARA, 


AS HE WAS BORN ON AN 
ISLANP HE WAS CALLEP 
PWAIPA4ANA ANP BECAUSE 
OF HIS PARK COLOUR J 
KRISHNA. 


THE LEARNEP KRISHNA 
PWAIPAHANA ARRAN6EP 
THE VEPAS.ANp FOR THIS 
HE CAME TO BE 
CALLEP VEPA WASA. 


/ -WA WA&JfWfi THAT N/S PRESENCE 

J _ 
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VED VYASA 



SO ALL OF THEM ROSE, l NALFED TOWARDS 
THE u HOm FONDA ,J . -. j wr mm- 


ns rtf 1 


•tumd 





AND THUS ENOS WE FIRST SESSION OF OUR 
RENDERING, OF VAfSHAMPAUANR \S RECITAL 
(PUR!NS WE INTERVALS IN THE RITES OF 
JANmeMHA'S SARPA SAT PA ) OF VNASA‘S 
IMMORTAL ITINASA, WE MRHR8HARATA , 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



MAHABHARATA-2 

Bheeshma's Vow 


VHASA’S EPIC ON THE BHARATA RACE WHS 
FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC, BY HIS DISCIPLE 
VA/SHAMPAYANA , AT THE BEHEST OF THE 
A6ELES& SEER WASP HMSELF. 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF KING TANAMEJAYA — 
GREAT-GRANDSON OF THE GRANDSON OF 
VYASA — AND THE N\ANV LEARNED SAGES 
WHO HAD ASSEMBLED FOR JANAKlEJAYAS 
SARPA* SATRA.9 


THE FIRST SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF 
VAtSHAMPAYANA'S RECITAL, INCLUDED THE 
INCIDENTS LEAPING TO BHEESHMA (THE.SON 
OF SHANTANUJ TAKING A VOW OF CELIBACY 
AND SHANTANU MARRYING SATYAVATI. 


* SNAKE ® 12-HEAR-LONS HA SNA 32 


































BHEESHMA’S VOW 



VEflPS LATER, SHANTANU PASSED 
AWAH AND BHEESHMA CROWNED 
CHITRAN6ADA AS THE KINS OF 
HASTINAPURA. VAN© LUSHING THE 
DENIZENS OF THIS WORLD AND THE 
OTHER WORLDS HE REIGNED 
SUPREME. 




0 MONARCH, TWO SONS WERE 
BORN TO SATVAVAT) AND SHANTANU 
OF BHARHTA’S RACE. THEV WERE 
CALLED CHITRANSADA AND 
VlCHITRAVEEPVA. 


" IRKED 89 HIS SUPREMACY A S ANDHARVA OF 
THE SAME NAME CHALLENGED HIM TO A 
FIGHT ON THE FIELD OF KURUKSHETRA . 



"AFTER A TERRIBLE COMBAT, WHICH CASTEP 

three hears, ch/trangada was slaw, 

ANO THE SANPHARVA RE7URNEP TO MS 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



VICHtTRAVEERVA. WHO WHS STIU A MINOR, 
WAS PLACED ON THE THRONE BV BHEESHMA, 
THE BOV RULED THE ANCESTRAL KINGDOM^ 
GUIDED BV BHEESHMA WHOM HE ADORED' 
FOR HIS VALOUR AND VIRTUE. 


SO. WITH THE PERMISSION OF 
SATVAVATI, BHEESHMA, THE 
FIERCE WARRIOR AND THE 
FAITHFUL REGENT, WENT TO 
KASHI IN A SINGLE CHARIOT. 


^ WHEN WCHITRAVEERVA CAME OF AGE^ 
AND WAS READY FOR MARRIAGE, 
BHEESHMA, THE EVER-WATCHFUL, 
HEARD THAT THE THREE DAUGHTERS 
OF THE KING OF KASHI WOULD BE 
CHOOSING THEIR HUSBANDS AT A ■ 
SWAY AMVARA CEREMONY. 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



^ SOME TAKE AWAY N. 

MAIDENS BY FORCE AND 
SOME WED THEM WITH THEIR 
CONSENT. MARRIAGE WITH THE 
AAAI DEN'S CONSENT IS 
SPOKEN OF HIGHLY. , 
K BUT— 


s' a MAIDEN MAY BE N 
GIVEN AWAV TO A SUITABLE 
GROOM A LON 6 WITH MANY 
VALUABLE GIFTS. OR SHE MAY 
BE GIVEN AWAY IN EXCHANGE 
FOR A FEW COWS OR FOR A 
V FIXED SUM OF GOLD. A 


'EIEEiJ 


o2jEaat2ng 


r ...A PRECIOUS N 
WIFE IS ONE WHO HAS 
BEEN SNATCHED AWAV 
FROM CONTENDING 

suitors. y 


* there He saw TNose three ihaipsns anp 
THE MAN*/ KINGS WHO HAP COME POP THE 
SWAVAM VARA. AND APPRESS/HS THE K/N6 OF 
KASHI ANP WE ASSEMBLED SUITORS IN A 
peep THuNpems voice, hesa/p: 


j; ilojv 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



I AM TAKING 
AWAW THESE MAIDENS 
BW FORCE OKI BEHALF 
OF MW BROTHER. , 


0 BRAVE KINGS, 
COME. TRV HOUR 
MI6HT AND STOP 
ME IF VOU 
CAN. 


THE MI6HTH PRINCE 
THEN GATHERED THE 
MAIDENS INTO HIS 
CHARIOT AND 
CHALLENGED THE 
KIN6S. 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



*' WITHOUT A MOMENT‘S LOSS, THE RINGS CAST OFF THEIR INEPDING FINER*/ ANP REACHED 
FOR THEIR ARMOUR. THE SPARRLE OF THEIR ORNAMENTS , THE GLEAM OF THEIR WEAPONS 
AND THE CLANG OF METALS, RENT THE AIR WITH THE BRILLIANCE OF A METEORIC BURST. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"THE IMPATIENT KINGS, IN THEIR MARTIAL 
RAGE, BA AN PIS AEP TNE/R WEAPONS ANP 
PURSUED THE CHIEF OF THE KURUS. 


l .H |IU IIIw. -n ^ ,b. > |) y, Al -HMiiHI 

AND THEN THERE FOLLOWED, 0 MONARCH, 

A TERRIBLE FI6HT. THE SWARM OF ARROWS, , 
FROM THE MULTITUDE OF KINGS, WAS 
CHECKED BH BHEESHMA WITH A SHOWER 
OF ARROWS FROM HIS SIN6LE BOW — 

A SHOWER AS INNUMERABLE AS THE 
HAIR ON ONE'S BODV. 


_ 1 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 




unr 


^ V 

THE BATTLE RAGEP SO FIERCE, " 
WITH CLASHING WEAPONS ANP 
FLVIN6 MISSILES, THAT IT STRUCK 


n 


IN NO TIME, THE GROUNP 
WAS STREWN WITH HEAPS 
SEVEREP FROM BODIES, 
FLASSTAFFS FROM CHARIOTS, 
ANP ARMOUR FROM HEAVING 
CHESTS. 


ANP SUCH WAS THE PROWESS 
OF BHEESHMA THAT EVEN THE 
ENEMIES WHO CAME TO FIGHT 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




TAKE THE 
CHARIOT TO WARPS 
SHALVA. HE SHALL 
HAVE WHAT HE 
DESERVES. 


" BHEESHMA SLEW SHALVA ‘S STEEPS AND CHARIOTEER, BUT SPARED H/S UFE AND 
PROCEEDED WITH THE MAIDENS TOWARDS HASTtNAPURA. f---—__ 


J?® VtCTOR/OUS BHEESHMA TURNED MS CHARIOT TOWARDS HASTtNAPURA *>HAI va 
THE RING OF SAUBHA, CHALLENGED HINT TO SINGLE COMBAT ' SHALVA, 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



"WHEN THE DETAILS OF THE WEPD/N6 WERE SETTLED BW 
SATUAtlATI, AMBA, THE ELDEST OF THE MAIDENS, SAID TO ■ 


' EVEN BEFORE 
THE SWAVAMVARA WAS 
HELD, I HAD CHOSEN THE 
KINS OF SAIIBHA. HE 
HAD ACCEPTED AND IM 
FATHER HAD 
v APPROVED. 


THE WISE AND VIRTUOUS B4EESHMA, 
AFTER PONDERING ON THE 
MATTER, PERMITTED AMBA TO DO AS 
SHE LIKED, BUT SAVE AMBIKA AND 
AMBAUKA IN MARRIAGE TO HIS 
BROTHER, VICHITRAVEERVA. 


RUTHLESS OH THE BATTLEFIELD, BHE6SHMA 
WAS FULL OF TENDERNESS WHEN IT CAME TO 
LOOKING AFTER THE MAIDENS AS HE 
BROUGHT THEM TO l/ICHITRAVSERUA . 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



WHEN THE FUNERAL 
RITES WERE CONCLUDE?, 
SATVAVATI CONSOLED 
HER DAUGHTERS -IN-LAW 
ANP BHEESHMA. 


SEVEN VEARS LATER, 
VJCHITRAVEERVA DIED OF 
CONSUMPTION WITHOUT 
LEAVIN6 AN HEIR. 






JtfB- 
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" >WD THEN, KEEN TO PERPETUATE THE PATERNAL 
ANP MATERNAL ONES OP THE HUPUS , SWE SA/D; 


<VOU ARE THE ONLV ^ 

ONE NOW WHO CAN HELP ^ 

TO CARR<V FORWARD THE LINE 
ANP THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF SHANTANU, 
UOUR FATHER. UOU APE 
WISE AND VIRTUOUS, ANP ARE 

AWARE OF WHAT IS >1 

V RIGHT. THEREFORE-•• / ! 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





ANP SATVAVATl TOLD BHEESHMA 
IN PRIVATE OF HOW SHE WET 
PARASHARA WHEN SHE WAS A 
MAIDEN ANP OF THE SON, KRISHNA 
PWAIPAVANA, BORN TO THEM. THE 
SON WHO IS VVASA, M4 GURU* 


SfiVWVHTt SMiUm 


BHSHFQLUi 


THEN QMD 


O PRINCE, IN OUR 
PICE VOU ARE VIRTUE, 
,JU ARE TRUTH, HOU 
ARE OUR SOLE REFUSE. 
THEREFORE, LISTEN TO 
m STORV ANP po 
WHAT IS PROPER. 


AN ACCOMPLISHED 
MAN COULD BE 
INVITED TO RAISE 
OFFSPRING IN THE 
WIVES OF 
V1CHITRAVEERVA. 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



ANP THEN SATWAVATt SA/P. 


* AT THE MENTION OF MW GURU'S NAME, 8NEESH 
MA JO/NED N/S PALMS AMP SA/P: m—r-n-n—rt 


' IF VOU APPROVE 
OF IT, 0 BHEESHMA, 
MU SON THE GREAT 
ASCETIC KRISHNA 
DWAIPAVANA WILL 
COME AN P BESET THE 
v OFFSPRING WE . 
\ PES1RE. / 


0 QUEEN, WHAT TO HAVE 
SUGGESTS? IS IN KEEPING 
WITH PROPRIETY ANO HAS 
v MU HILL APPROVAL. A 
X. FOR... 


'AND WHEN BHEESHMA SA/P TH/S , SATVAVAT/ 
THOUGHT OF SAGE DMAlPAWANA ... i-r~ 


THE ACTS OF AN 
INTELLIGENT MAN, ARIS¬ 
ING FROM PEEP ANP 
^PATIENT THOUGHT WILL 
% ONLU LEAP VIRTUE 
A TO GREATER 
. 1L VIRTUE. x 


'DIVINING THAT HE WAS NEEPEP BW ATS 
MOTHER MW GURU CAME /NSTANTLW TO HER 
\N/THOUT ANWBOPV'S KNOWLEDGE. i- 


-IMHO NAS THEN ENGAGED IN 
INTERPRETING THE VEDAS. 


R 7NEV ADDRESS HtM AS/HAG# j M/IAA, VARUMA AND ASN/.KME OME REAUTH /S CALLED BN VARIOUS 
&AMES &V Wf SAGES—/?/& t/E&fi ^-^4-4$ 











































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


" S EG/NG HEP SON AFTER A LAPSE OF So 
MAW HEARS, SATVAVATI WEPT 8FTTERW AND 
HER FIRST-BORN WIPED HER TEARS SAVINS: 


I HAVE COME, 
MOTHER, TO FULFIL 
HOUR WISHES. 
COMMAND ME. 


"BIDDING VWPSfl 
SATVAVATI SAID: 


TO S/T DOWN, 




THIS IS MW 
COMMAND AND 
BHEESHMA'S 
REQUEST 


HI 


ST ^rh- 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



AFTER MUCH PERSUASION FROM 
SATVAVATI, AMBIKA RECEIVED 
THE RISHI IN HE R CHAMBER. BUT 
TERRIFIED BV HIS FORBIDDING 
LOOKS, SHE SHUT HER EWES. 


AND SHE KEPT HER EWES 
SHUT AS LONG AS THE RISHI 
REMAINED IN HER CHAMBER. 




*o . 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




FEAR HAS ^ 
TURNED VOU PALE, 
FOR WHICH HOUR 
SON SHALL BE PALE 
OF SKIN. AND HE 
SHALL BE NAMED 
PANDU. / 


HOU SHALL 
NO LONGER BE A 
SLAVE. ANP THE 
CHILP THAT HOU 
BEAR SHALL BE 
intelligent 

AND WISE. / 


n SO t AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE BUMP SON, PHR/TARASHTRA, WASA APPROACHEP AMBAURA, 
THE HOUNGER PRINCESS, GRIPPEP SV FEAR AT THE SIGHT OF THE RI&Hi, SHE TURNEP PALE , 
ANP l/VASA SAIP: 


VJ 


PISAPPOINTEP A SECOND TIME, 
SATVAVATI BE60EP OF THE RISHI 
FOR ANOTHER CHILP BV AMBIKA. BUT 
WHEN THE TIME CAME. THE SELF- 
WILLED AMBIKA SENT IN HER MAID. 
DECKED IN HER OWN ORNAMENTS. 
TO RECEIVE THE SAGE. THE MAID 
WAITED UPON HIM WITH RE coc '" T 
AND REVERENCE. 


a *f\rrp 






ANP THE SON BORN TO HER 
BV THE ©RACE OF MV GURU 
VVASA WAS VI DURA .THE 
BROTHER OF PHRITARASHTRA 
ANP PANDU.THE PROPAGA¬ 
TORS OF THE KURU RACE 




U THE SAGE WAS PLEA6EP ANP SAIP: 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



"AND WITH THE AUSPICIOUS BIRTH OF THESE 
CHILDREN. RURUJANGALA RHP THE KURUS 
GREW W PROSPERITY. O MONARCH. UPPER 
THE JUST RULE OF BHEESHMA, THE LRNP 
PROSPERED IN PERCE RNP PLENTY. 
SETTLERS FROM OTHER HIMKDnui& i 



BHEESHMA RAISED PHRITARASHTRA t PANPU ANP VtDURA 
AS MS OWN SONS. RHP THEY GREW UP INTO FINE YOUNG 
MEN. ACCOMPLISHED SCHOLARS ANP SOLDIERS, rm- 



INHEN PANPU CAME OF AGE. HE 
ASCENDED THE THRONE , WHICH 
PHRITARASHTRA COULD NOT BECAUSE 
HE WAQ BLIND. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





I THINK THEH WILL MAKE 
I PEAL WIVES FOP OUR 
PRINCES TO KEEP OUR 
RACE ALIVE. WHAT PO 
V WOU THINK? / 


UOU HAVE BEEN 
MOTHER, FATHER ANP 
SPIRITUAL GUIDE TO 
US. WHAT VOU DEEM 
BEST, IS THE BEST 
K FOR US. / 


AND THEN, BMEESHMA HEARD THAT 
GANDHARI HAP OBTAINED, FROM SHIVA, 

A BOON THAT WOULD MAKE HER THE 
MOTHER OF A HUNDRED SONS. AND HE 
LOST NO TIME IN SENDING MESSENGERS 
TO SUB A LA, THE KIN© OF 6ANDHARA. 


THOUGH HESITANT AT FIRST, 
BECAUSE THE BRIDEGROOM 
WAS BLIND, SUBALA GAVE IN 
BECAUSE DHRITA RASHTRA 
WAS A KURD PRINCE. 


TO TM/S. VlPURf) RE PL IBP: 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 


"WHEN GAN PH AW HEARD THAT SHE 
WAS TO BG MARRIED TO A BUNP 
PRINCE, SHE BLINDFOLDED HERSELF 
IN A GESTURE OF LOVE AND RESPECT, 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



KUNTI8H0JA, THE SON OF SHO ORA'S 
PATERNAL AUNT, WAS CHILDLESS. 
ANP SHOOPA, FULFILLING A 
PROWISE, GAVE HIS FIRST-BORN 
TO KUNT/BHOJA. THE CHILD,NAMED,. 
PRITHA, CAME TO BE KNOWN AS 
KUNTI IN HER NEW HOME. 


O SA6E.40U SPOKE 
OF KUNTI AS THE PAUSHTER 
OF SHOORA THE HflPAVA„ BUT 
OUR ELPERS ALWAVS SPOKE 
OF HER AS THE PA LIGHTER OF 
^ KUNTIBHOJA. ^ 





THERE !7 WAS HER PUTV TO ATTENP UPON REUEREP QUESTS. ONCE. WHILE NET ft 
HOUN& &/RC, SHE PLEftSEP THE STERN SEER, PURVftSft, IH/TH HER PATIENT 
HOSPITALITY. ANP HE Sft/P: - n- — . . .—=r 


WITH THE MANTRA 
I AM ABOUT TO GIVE HOU 
HOU WILL BE ABLE TO 
SUMMON WHICHEVER 
CELESTIALS HOU LIKE 
s. TO BEGET HOUR 
\ CHILPREN. y 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



"AS SOON AS PURI/ASA WENT AW AH, 
THE CURtOUQ PRINCESS, TO SEE IP THE 
MANTRA WOULP NORM, SUMMONEP 
SURRA THE CORP OF LIGHT. 


" ANP A SON WAS BORN TO HER, CLAP IN ARMOUR 
ANP PECKEP INITH EARRINGS — THE SON WHO LATER 
BECAME KNOWN IN THE WORLP AS KARNA. 



P/STRESSEP BV THE BIRTH OP A SON IN 
HER MAIDENHOOD, ANP AFRAID OF HER 
RELATIVES , RUNTI THOUGHT PEEPLN ON WHAT 


ANP SHE CAST THE INFANT 
INTO THE RIVER, WHERE THE 
HUSBANP OF RAPHA OF THE 
SOOTA CASTE FOUNP HIM. 


ANP HE ANP HIS WIFE RAISED THE INFANT AS THEIR OWN SON. 
ANP BECAUSE HE WAS CLAP IN ARMOUR ANP GOLD EARRINGS 
THEN CAUEP HIM VASUSHENA. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"MEANR/H/LE, RUNT/BHOJA INR/7EP SEVERAL PRINCES and rings so that punt/ coulp 
SELECT A NUSBANP FROM AMONG THEM. ANP PUNT/ 8EH6LP PANPU, THE NOBLEST /N THE 
ROVAL ASSEMBLE. 


" PANPU, THE SC/ON OF THE RURU RACE t 
MAGNIFICENT ORE ANOTHER /NORA IN HIS 
ROVAL SPLSNPOUR\ ATTRACTEP PUNT!. ANP 
IN/TH BECOMING MOPESTV, SHE APVANCEP 
TON ARPS H/M ANP GARLANPEP HIM. 


"AFTER THE WBPp/NG, RUNT/BHOJA 
PRESENTEP HIS SON-IN-LAIN RUTH MANN 
VALUABLE GIFTS. PANPU. ALONG RUTH HUNT!, 
THEN RETURNEP TP HASTiNAPURA . 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



' 1 HAVE HEARP ^ 

VOU HAVE A 

BEAUTIFUL ANP VIRTUOUS 
SISTER, MAPRI, WHO I 
THINK WILL MAKE AN 
IPEAL WIPE R)R y 
^ PANPU, / 


BHEESHMA THEN DECIDER THAT PAN DU SHOULD HADE A SECOND WIFE, AND HE THOUGHT OF 
MADE/ THE S/STEP OF SHAUN), KING OF MADPA. HE PROCEEDED TO THE CAPITAL OF THE 
MADRA KING, TAKING WITH HIN) WISE COUNSELLORS, A VAST ARMV AND GREAT WEALTH, 


SHALVA RECEIVED BHEESHMA WITH 
THE RESPECT DUE TO HIM, AND 


"‘"ASKED HIM THE REASON FOR HIS VISIT, SHEESHMA 
REPLIED: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





" WE WELL-KNOWN CUSTOM WAS NOT 
UNKNOWN TO THE ALL-KNOWING KURU BLUER. 
NE SAID WITH A SMILE: i- 


SINCE OUR 
TWO PWASHES 
ARE EVENLV MATCHER 
IN STRENGTH ANR 
STATURE, 

I REQUEST VOU 
TO ACCEPT THIS 
PROPOSAL, 


" TO THIS > THE RULER OF MADRA REPLIED: 


EAGER THOUGH WE 
FOR THIS ALLIANCE 
WITH THE KURUS* 


■••WHICH 
MAKES IT 
ER FOR VOU TO 
ASK FOR MV SISTER 
IN THIS FASHION, 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 



AND BHSESHMA. CONFORMING TO THE MADRA CUSTOM, GAITS SHALVA UNTOLP WEALTH IN SOU?, 
PEARLS, CORALS, PRECIOUS STONES AMP CLOTH, BESIDES ELEPHANTS, HORSES AND CHARIOTS. 
SHALVA READILV ACCEPTED THOSE PRECIOUS GIFTS AND... 


"PLEASED WITH MS MISSION, BHEESHMA RODE 

our to hastinapura with madri ev ms side 


"LATER, ON AN AUSPICIOUS DAV AND MOMENT, PANDU WAS UNITED 
WITH MAORI. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"HE FIRST SUBDUE!? THE PASHARNAS. THEN HE ATTACKED AND SLEW DEERQHA, THE 
ARROGANT KING OR MAG a PH ft, AND RANSACKED HIS TREASURY. THEN, MARCHING INTO 

MITHILA , HE VANQUISHED THE V/DEHAS; AND r—--- 

THEN, HEADING HIS ARMIES AGAINST THE umtihapURA 

HASH IS, SUHMAS AND PU NORAS, HE ; ™ 

ESTABLISHED HIMSELF AS THE SOVEREIGN I * 

RULER. vl 


yfpEHAS 

\ J»,s *4““ 

X X<, 

PASHARNAS_^R! SVHMA 


pUNPRAS 


"PANDU SPENT THE NEXT THIRTY DAYS IN THE COMPANY OF HIS TWO WIVES. THEN WITH A 
WELL -EQUIPPED ARMY, HE SET OUT ON A CAMPAIGN OF CONQUEST , 


S' 


58 




















BHEESHMA’S VOW 




AND THESE VASSAL KINGS BROUGHT HIM GIFTS OF 
PRECIOUS STONES, PEARLS, CORALS, MUCH SOLD 
AND SILVER, AND COWS AND HORSES AND FINE 
CHARIOTS AND ELEPHANTS AND ASSES AND CAMELS 
AND BUFFALOES ANP SOATS AND SHEEP AND BLANKETS 
AND BEAUTIFUL HIDES ANP CLOTH WOVEN OUT OF FUR. 


"LIKE A MIG NTH FIRE, 

WHOSE FAR-REACHING FLAMES 
WERE HIS ARROWS, WHOSE 
SPLENDOUR HIS WEAPONS, 
PAN DU VANQUISHED ALL THE 
OTHER KINGS ON HIS ROUTE, 
AND MADE THEM VASSALS OF 
THE KURUS. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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BHEESHMA’S VOW 






" THEN, AT THE COMMAND OF DHRtTARASHTRA, PANDU DISTRIBUTED THE WEALTH HE HAD 
ACQUIRED BV HIS VALOUR, TO 8HEESHMA, SATVAMTI, AMBIRA AND AMBAUKA. 


"AND BHE5SHMA EMBRACED PANDU AND WEPT 
TEARS OF 70V, -j - 


"AND IN/TH A FLOURISH OF CONCHES AND TRUMPETS , THE 
TRIUMPHANT RING ENTERED U/$ CAPITAL . 
























































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



AND PANPU SENT A PORTION TO iOPURA ALSO. 
RHEESHMA WEN HEARD OF A BEAUT/FUL DAUGHTER 
OF RING DEVRKA, BORN TO A SHOOPRA WIFE. HE 
BROUGHT HER RHP MARRIED HER 70 V/PURA. 


THUS DID THE WISE ANP TRUTHFUL 
BHEESHMA UPHOLP HIS VOW ANP 
VET KEEP THE KURU LINE ALIVE 
BV OBTAINING SONS FOR HIS 
STEP- BROTHER’S WIPOWS ANPJKl 
pue COURSE, VIRTUOUS WIVES 
FOR THOSE SONS. 

L. _____ ._.J 


ANP THUS ENDS THE SECOND SESSION OF OUR 
RENDERING OF VAtSHAMPAVANR'S NRRRRTfON — 
DURING THE INTERVALS IN THE SACRIFICIAL RITES 
OF ■JANAMEJAUA ‘S SRRPR SHIP A — OF WASH'S 
IMMORTAL IT/HASA , THE MRHABHRRATA. 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 


MAHABHARATA-3 

The Advent of the Kuru Princes 



VEPA VVASA'S EPIC ON THE BHARftTA RACE 
WAS P/RST RECTTEP IN PUBLIC, BN H/S PISCIPLE 
VAiSHAMPAHANA , AT THE BEHEST OF THE 
AGELESS SEER VNASA HIMSELF. 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF RING JANAM&JAVA — THE GREAT- 
GPANPSON OF THE QRANPQON OF WASP — 

ANP THE MANN LEARNEP SAGES WHO HAP 
ASSEMBLEP FOR JANAMEJAUA'S SARPFPSATRA* 


THE SECONP SESSION, OF OUR RENPERIN& OF 
VAiSHAMPAUANA ‘S RECITAL. PESCRIBEP WE 
ROLES PLAHEP BN 8HEESHMA ANP VNASA IN 
KEEPING THE KURU LINE ALIVE. IT ENDEP 
WITH PANDU GIVING AWAN ALL WE WEALTH HE 
HAP ACQUIRER IN CONQUESTS TO BHEESHMA, 
SfTTNAVATI, AMBIKA, AMBAUKA ANP VtPURA. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




AFTER GIVING AWAH THE WEALTH HE 
HAP ACQUIRED BV HIS VALOUR,HOUR 
GREAT-GRANDFATHER PAN DU WENT TO 
LIVE IN THE FORESTS ALONG WITH HIS 
WIVES, KUNTI AND MAORI, AND THERE 
HE SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME HUNTING 
DEER. 


" -ME ROAMED THE FOREST.\ RESPLENDENT /N HIS ARMOUR AND FEARLESS WITH HIS 
SWORD, BOW AND ARROWS. AND TEE FOREST DWELLERS LOOKED UPON HIM 
AS IF HE WERE A P6VA COME DOWN AMONG THEM. 


. V' 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



mm, owe mv, in me course of 
me HUNK PHNPU SHOT DOWN A 
PEER THffT WAS ENGAGER /N THE 
ACT OF MATINS. r -- 






gOU SHALL PIE ' 
THE MOMENT HOU 
TOUCH HOUR WIFE 
IN DESIRE. j 


me DU/NO PEER CURSEP PANDU SAVING 


/ AS VOU ^ 
f HAVE KILLED 
ME AT SUCH A 
TIME, THE SAME 
FATE SHALL 
V BEFALL VOU.j 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



1 / I SHALL 
" FORSAKE VOU 
ANP MV RELATIVES, 
AND WANDER OVER 
THE WORLP WITH A 
SHAVEN HEAP 
ANP A BEGGING' 
K bowl . 


S HOCKED ANP GR/EVEP AT THE CURSE OF 
THE PV/N6 PEER, PANPU PECtPEP TO TURN 
N/& BACH ON THE WAVS OF THE WORLP. ANP 
HE GA/P TOMS 1N/VES: < II,, 1 ^ 


^ I SHALL 
PRACTISE 
ABSTINENCE ANP 
ADOPT AN ASCETIC 
MOPE OF LIFE. ^ 


HEARING THESE WORPS RUNT/ ANP MftPR/ SA/P 


VOU MAV 60 
ANP INFORM MV 
MOTHER, VIPURA, 
BHEESHMA ANP ALL 
AT HASTINAPURA 

OF THIS. j 


IF VOU ABANDON XM 


US, WE SHALL THIS VERV 
MOMENT GIVE UP \4i 
>. OUR LIVES. As** 


/ THEN, TOGETHER 

WE SHALL PRACTISE THE 
AUSTERE PENANCES OF THE 
VANAPRASTHA ASHRAMA, UNTIL 
b* I PASS A WAV. 


PANPU REPUED 


THERE ARE 
OTHER PATHS TO 
ASCETICISM 
WHERE WE 
k VOUR WIVES 
K CAN BE HOUR 
I COMPANIONS, 
f WE TOO SHALL 
[ RENOUNCE 
THE TEMPTATIONS 
OF THE WORLD. 


66 
















































































THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



THE KURU KING THEN DISTRIBUTED. 
TO DESERVING BRAHMANAS, ALL 
THE VALUABLE ROBES AND 
ORNAMENTS BELONGING TO HIM 
AND HIS WIVES. 


" AND THE ATTENDANTS MADE THEIR IN AH 

TO HAST/NAPURA /E* - 

HUH HEAW HEARTS 


'AND HE SUMMONED HIS ATTENDANTS 
AND SAID: - - 


LET IT BE KNOWN TO ALL 
AT HASTINAPURA THAT PANDU 
AND HIS WIVES HAVE RENOUNCED 
^THE WORLD AND GONE TO , 
THE FOREST. ^0 




" WHEN PHR/TARRSHTRR HEARD WHAT THE*/ HAD TO 
$AV+ He 8ROOPEP OVER H*$ BROTHER'S FATE, ANQ 
WAS GRAVEU* PfSTiJR&ED. |----- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




IN DUB COURSE. GRNDHfW CONCEIVED. 
BUT TIRO VERBS WENT BV, WITHOUT 
HER BEING DELIVERED I- 




"MCAN WHILE, ONE DRV, MV GURU VVASA 
CAME WEARV AND HUN6RV 70 WE 


PLEASED BV 6ANWARf S 
HOSPITAUTV, HE GRANTED 
HER THE BOON SHE DESIR- 
EP;A HUNDRED SONS 
EQUAL IN MIGHT TO 
PHRITARASHTRA. 


TURNING DESPERATE AND RASH 
WITH IMPATIENCE AND ENW, 
SHE STRUCK HERSELF WITH 
GREAT FORCE. AND SHE WAS 
DELIVERED OF A LUMP OF FLESH 
AS HARD AS AN IRON BALL- 


VWD SHE HEARD THAT ft BRILLIANT SON 
WAS BORN TO RUNTI. THE SON WAS 
VUDHI6HTHIRA. 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 


WHEN SHE HAP PEOPEP TO CAST IT OFF, MV 
Qt/RO l/VASA, OWNING THE EVENT, APPEARED 
BEFORE HER AND SHIP: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"■ ■ AND BROKE IT INTO THUMB -SIZED PARTS. EACH PART WAS DEPOSITED BN A MIDWIFE 
/NTO THE POT KEPT READY FOR IT. WHILE INIS MIAS GOING ON t GAHDHARl THOUGHT TO 
HERSELF: 


J BEHONP DOUBT I WILL 
HAVE A HUNDRED SONS BECAUSE 
r THE MUNI HAS SAID SO. y~ 


IF I HAVE BEEN VIRTUOUS, 
LET A DAUGHTER BE BORN 
k TO ME. , V 


BUT A DAUGHTER, 1 
A V0UN6ER SISTER TO 
THESE HUNDRED SONS, 
WILL GIVE ME IMMENSE 
* JOV. 


HOWEVER, AN EXTRA 
PART REMAINS. 

IT SHALL BECOME 
THE DAUGHTER 
v UOU DESIRE- . 


'AT THAT MOMENT MY PERCEPTIVE GURU 
ADDRESSED HER: i~- 


- 


WUR HUNPI 
K SONS. 

REP 

j 

\M 

l 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 




IN DUE COURSE, PURVOPHANA WAS 
BORN FROM ONE OF THOSE POTS. AND 
HE EMERGED, 8RAVINS LIKE A 

ponkev. 




ANO IN RESPONSE CAME THE CRIES OF JACKALS. VULTURES AMP CROWS. WHILE 
STORMU WINDS AtVP BLAZING FIRES STALKED THE LAND. \ - 


Mil 


AW GURU DEPOSITED THAT 
LAST PART, TOO. IN A POT OF 
GHEE, AND LEFT FOR HIS 
ASCETIC ABODE IN THE 
HIMALAYAS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



%RIPPED BN FEAR, DHRITARASHTRA SUMMONED 
BHEESHMA„ VtRURA > AND OTHER WISE MEN 
AND SAID: ■ — ,,f - i r lafeMMi - 1 -T- 


r BV VIRTUE OF HIS N 
BIRTH, WUDHISHTHIRA THE 
FIRSTBORN PRINCE WILL 
RULE THE LAND; WHICH IS 
v AS IT SHOULD BE. y 


BUT AFTER HIM, WILL THIS N 
SON OF MINE BECOME KIN6? TELL 
ME TRULV WHAT THE FUTURE 
V HOLDS FOR HIM. A 


■i v »; 



"EVEN AS DHRITARASHTRA SPOKE. THE AIR WAS RENT WITH THE WIERD HOWLS OF BEASTS 
OFPREW. MARKINS THESE ILL OMENS. V/DURA SAID: r - ^ ——-^- 


THESE OMENS PORTEND 
THAT HOUR ELDEST SON 
SHALL BE THE RUIN OF 
HOUR RACE AND THIS 
V LAND. 


72 



















































































































THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 




BUT LOVE FOR HIS SON 
DID NOT LET DHRITARASHTRA 
HEED THE ADVICE. 


HUVUTSU* THE SON OF 
PHRiTARAQHTRA ANP A 
WOMAN OF THE VA/SHVA 
CASTE. 




PBSiSSI 


SOON ATTER THE BIRTH OF fl [ 

PURHODHANA WAS BORN 1!J 


THEN CAME THE REMAINING 
NINETH-NINE SONS OF 


GANDHARI AND THE 
DAUGHTER DUHSHALA. 




I/ IT IS SAID THAT AN INDIVIDUAL 
|' MA4 ea GIVEN UP FOR THE GOOD 
OF THE CLAN A CLAN FOR THE VILLAGE 
'] fi A VILLAGE FOR THE COUNTRY, 

K AND THUS THE EARTH / 

&Ev ITSELF FOR THE SOUL, / 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



PROM GANDHAMAPANA 
THEY PROCEEDED TD THE 
LAKE OF INDRAPYUMNA, 
CROSSEP THE MOUNTAINS 
THERE ANP CAME TO THE 
SHATASHRIN6A RANGE 
WHERE THEY STAYED. 


THIS IS HOW IT CAME TD PASS. 
WITH INTENTIONS OF RENOUNCING 
THE WORLD, PAN DU, ALONG WITH 
HIS WIVES, TRAVERSED THE 
MOUNTAINOUS REALMS OF CHAITRA- 
RATHA ANP BEYOND, ANP 
ARRIVED ON THE HIMALAYAS AT 
6ANPHAMAPANA. 


YOU ALSO SPOKE OF 
YUDHISHTHIRA, THE SON 
BORN TO KUNTI. HOW PIP 
THIS HAPPEN WHEN PANDU 
WAS UNDER THE CURSE OF 
THE PEER? ANP TELL ME 
ALSO OF THE BIRTH OF MY 
OTHER GREAT- GRAND-UNCLES 
ANP MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER 
ARJUNA. 


O SAGE,YOU HAVE 
NARRATED IN DETAIL ALL 
^ ABOUT THE MARVELLOUS 

Birth of the offspring 
, of phritarashtra. 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



PANDU SOON BECAME P FAVOURITE OF THE HOW MEN 
AT SHATASHRlNGA. ONCE WHEN THEM WERE ABOUT TO 
SET OUT FOR THE ABODE OF BRAHMAN, PANOU W/7H MS 
WIVES -JOINED THEM. THEN THE RISHIS SAID: I --- 1 


THE MOUNTAINS 8EV0ND 
SHATASHP/NGA ARE FORMIDABLE 
HOW WILL THESE PRINCESSES 
CLIMB OVER THOSE HEIGHTS? 
DO NOT COME WITH US. 




"THE RISH/S REPLIED: 


SEERS THAT 
WE ARE, WE SEE 
PROGENY IN 
STORE FOR YOU. 
ACHIEVE BY HOUR 
EFFORTS WHAT 
DESTINE HOLDS 




MANU HAS SAID THAT MEN 
FAILING TO HAVE OFFSPRING 
OF THEIR OWN, MAY BEGET 
THEM THROUGH OTHER 
\ CHOSEN ONES. V 


''AFTER LISTENING TO THE WORDS OF THE 
RtSH/S AND EVER AWARE OF THE CURSE OF THE 
DEER, PAN DU CALLED HUNT! ASIDE AND SAID: 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



£/\the power of THE ^ 
n mantra can summon anv 

r DEITH TO BE6ET CHILDREN 
( FOR US. TELL ME WHICH 
oenv i should ; 

'•ijW. SUMMON. 


you ARE ALSO AWARE, 
(CUNT I. HOW OUR OWN 
LINE OF THE KURUS WAS 
KEPT ALIVE 6 H KRISHNA 
PWAI PANAMA. THEREFORE 
DO WHAT IS RIGHT AS 
V I HAVE STATED. A 


“••PHARMA, THE PREStPtNG PE/TV OF RIGHTEOUS¬ 
NESS, ARRtVEP W PO HER 
B/PP/AJO. 


a AND B9 HIS GRACE RUHTt OBTA/HEP 
AN EXCELLENT SON. AND AS SOON AS 
HE WAS BORN, A VOICE FROM THE 
REALMS ABOVE SAID: 


l THIS FIRST CHILD OF PAN DU 
1 SHALL BE NAMED VUDHtSHTHiRA. 
HE SHALL REIGN AS A KING , 
FAMOUS IN ALL THE THREE 
WORLDS FOR HIS UNFLINCH¬ 
ING RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
HONESTV. 


" THEN HUNT/ TOLD PAHPU OF HER MANTRA 
FROM R/SH/ PURVASA AND SA/P:, 


" PANPLT REPL/EP: 


"fCUNTT CHANTEP THE MANTRA 
AND PRAWN BV T7G POWER.., 


SUMMON 

PHARMA .WITHOUT 
DELAV. BEING THE 
DEITH OF RIGHTEOUS 

ness, he will 

RENDER OUR ACTION 
IMMACULATE, AMD 
THE SON BORN WILL 
BE THE MOST 
RIGHTEOUS OF 
THE KURUS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





OBTAIN 
A SON OF 
IMMENSE MIGHT. 


AFTER THE BIRTH OF YUDHISHTHIRP , PANDU 
6A/0 TO RUNTi: |— 


IT IS SAID THAT 
PHYSICAL STRENGTH 
IS THE DISTINCTION OF 
A KSHATRIVA, 






"AND THEN WPS BORN BHEEMA 
OF MATCHLESS STRENGTH AND 
VALOUR, AND A VOICE FROM THE 
REALMS ABOVE SAID: 


“SOON after Hts BIRTH, O MONARCH, 
BHEEMA NAS SLEEPING IN RUNT/'S 
LAP. ■ ■ 


“ACCORDINGLY. HUNT! INVOKED VP VO AND 
THAT POWERFUL DEITY OF WIND 
ARRIVED AND SAID: f 


“SMILING MODESTLY. RUNT/ REPLIED: 


GIVE ME A STRONG 
SON WHOSE MIGHT WILL 
HUMBLE THE PRIDE OF THE 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



• • • WHEN STARTLED BV THE GROWL 
OF A P6ER, SHE SUDDENLY ROSE 
AND BHEEMA WAS THROWN OFF. 


ty4t 


TUB /NFANT FELL ON A ROCK, 
WN/CH MS BOD9, HARD AS' 
AGATE, BROKE INTO 
SMITHEREENS. 


AFTER THE B/RTH OF BHEEMA, PANDU 
REFLECTED: \ --- 


ANP AS IT HAPPENEPj 
BHEEMA )NAS BORN ON 
THE SAME PA9 AS 
PURVODHANA. 


HOW SHALL < 


I OBTAIN A SON 
WHO WILL WIN 
THE A PM I RATION 
> OF THE WHOLE 
f WORLP ? 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
-- 1 — ~ — 



DESTINH AND HUMAN 
EFFORT TOGETHER 
MAKE THE WORLD QQ. 
WITHOUT TIMEL4 
EFFORT PESTINV 
CAN NEVER FULFIL 



I KNOW INPRA TO BE 
THE MOST POTENT AND 
GLORIOUS AMONG 
THE PEVAS. 



I SHALL PLEASE HIM, 
BV MH UNSTINTEP 
PENANCE , TO OBTAIN A SON 
WHO IS SUPERIOR TO ALL 
ANP INVINCIBLE IN r 
L BATTLE. 



^°l §°l ^ "f^fETETT cntC-i^cFrial | 


.yomz 

THEN, TO 6RATIFH INPRA, 
RANPU PRESCRIBED 


OBSERVANCE OF A NEAR- 
LONG VOW FOR KUNTI. AS 
FOR HIMSELF, HE OBSERVED 
DIRE PENANCES ANP PEEP 
MEDITATION, STANDING 
HIMSELF Ur ON ONE LEG 
FROM DAWN TO DUSK. 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



I SHALL GIVE HOU 
A SON WHO WILL BE A 
FRIEND TO THE VIRTUOUS 
AND A PESTROHER TO 
H/S FOES. HE SHALL BE 
FAMOUS IN ALL THE 

V three worlds. U 


WHEN MUCH ffME HAP ELAPSED, /NDRA 
CAME TO PANPU AND SAID: 


PANDU THEN SAID TO HUNT/ 


INVOKE JNDRA 
FOR A SON WHO 
WILL BE THE 
L EMBODIMENT 
k OF KSHATRIVA 
m 6L0RV. 


f THE CHIEF OF DEVAS IS 
WELL PLEASEP. HOU SHALL 
SOON HAVE A SON WHO IS 
BRILLIANT ANP SUPERHUMAN IN 
SKILLS. NOBLE ANP HANDSOME, 
HE WILL ALSO BE INVINCIBLE 
k IN BATTLE. ,- 7 ,_ 


INVOKED BH THE POWER OF 
THE MANTRA, 0 MONARCH, 
INPRA APPEARED BEFORE 
KUNTI.ANP THE SON BORN TO 
HER BR INPRA'S GRACE WAS 
ARJUNA, HOUR 
GREAT - GRANDFATHER. . 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


ANP AS SOON AS THE CHILD INAS BORN. THE 
EARTH ANP THE SRV RE&OUNDEO W/TH A VO/CE 
FROM THE REALMS ABOVE INH/CH APDRESSEP 
RUNT/ THUS IN LOUD, CLEAR TONES'. 


IN VALOUR HE WILL £ 
EQUAL VISHNU, C , 

SHIVA ANP % '\\^ 

..." 


PAR ASHU RAMA. 



HIS MIGHT WILL ONE C 
DfH SET THE KHANPAVA . 
FOREST ABLAZE ANP C 
GRATIFV AGNI WITH THE; 
FAT OF THE CREATURES^ 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



THE RISHIS OF SHATASHRJN6A 
WERE THE ONLV WITNESSES TO 
THE UNIQUE SCENE. ANP IT MAPE 
THEM CHERISH THE SONS OF 
PAN DU EVEN MORE. 


THESE WORDS, LOUD AND CLEAR, GLADDENED THE 
HEARTS OF THE R/SH/S OR SHATASHR/HGA AND WE 
DEI/AS ABOVE. OTHER CELESTIAL BEINGS OF DIVERSE 
ORDERS t TOO, CROWDED THE SKIES IN ADORATION OF 
THIS SON OF KNNTI. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





* THE WISE HAI/E 
PECREEP AGAINST A 
WURTH CHILP EVEN 
IN TIMES OF , 
^ CALAMITY. A 


K 


WHEN 


PANOUj EAGER FOR MORE CHILDREN, 
TO RUNTf AGAIN SHE REPLIED: 


THOUGH YOU KNOW 
WHAT IS ORPA1NEP IN THE 
SHASTRAS, WHY PO YOU IN 


SPORE 




r 




HOW THEN WERE fAH 
ANCESTORS THE TW/NS 
NAKUUfl AND SAHADEVA 
BORN j O SAGE® 


84 














































































THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



BUT AS SHE IS MV ^ 
RIVAL FOR HOUR AFFECTION. 
I CONSIPER IT PEJMEANIN6 
TO GO TO HER FOR A 
k FAVOUR. ^f« 


NOW THAT I AM 
ASSUREP BV HOU, 

I SHALL APPROACH 
KUNTI WHO. I THINK 
K WILL A6REE. A 


IF WHAT I SA H 
HAS HOUR APPROVAL 
PLEASE SPEAK TO 
KUNTI ON NH 
k BEHALF. / 


THE THOUGHT HAS 
ALWAVS BEEN WITH ME 
I HESITATEP TO REVEAL 
IT BECAUSE I PIP NOT 
KNOW THE PR!FT OF^S 
iW HOUR MlNP. j£« x 


PfiNPU REPL7EP 


u ANP PftNPN WENT 70 KUNTJ ANP 



-' TO ENSURE THE 

EXPANSION OF MH RACE 
ANP TO MAKE HOUR NAME 
I MAAORTAL ,0 KUNTI, PO 
WHAT WILL INDEEP 8E 
HARP FOR HOU.HELP MAORI 



v '1fc 


KUNTI ACCEDEP TO 
PANPU'S REQUEST. ANP 
MAORI PUL4 BROUGHT 
FORTH THE TWINS 
NAKULA ANP SAHAPEVA 
8U INVOKING THE TWIN 
PEITIES. THE ASH WINS 




><:- 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



(JSIN6 THE 
MANTRA ONCE, 
SHE HAS BROUGHT 
FORTH TWO SONS. 


HER STEALTHV 
WAVS CAUSE ME 
ANXIETY. THEREFORE 
PO NOT COMMA NP 
V ME FURTHER. A 


PANPU LET THE MATTER REST. 
THEN THE RISHIS OF SHATASHRINGA 
CONDUCTEP THE RITES OF 
INITIATION OF THE FIVE CHILPREN 
ANP CEREMONIALLY NAMEP THEM, 
VUPHISHTHIRA, BHEEMA, ARJUNA, 
NAKULA ANP SAHAPEVA. 


AND AS SOON AS THEN MRS 
BONN, A VOtCS FROM THE 
REALMS ABOVE SAID: 


AFTER FNE/R BIRTH, PANDU ONCE AGAIN SPORE TO KtVNTI 
ON BEHALF OF MAORI. BUT HUNT! REPLIED: 


m 








* ' 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




‘THE RISHIS OF SHATASHRINGA 
WATCH EP THE SONS OF PANPU 6R0W 
INTO VOUN6 BOVS OF LION-LIKE 
PROWESS ANP THEV MARVELLEP. 
ANP PANPU HIMSELF WAS ELATEP 
AT THE SI6HT OF HIS SONS 
NURTUREP UNPER HIS MIGHT/ARM 


"THEN ONE PM /A/ THE SEASON OF SPRING, WHICH STIRS THE SENSES OF AU CREATEP 
THINGS, PANPU STROLLER THROUGH THE WOOPS ACCOMPANIEP BV MAORI. 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



IK! IM THAT SENSUOUS SCENERY, 
PS® MAPPI LOOKED IRRESISTIBLE 1 
TO PANPU. SEEK!NS A 
COMPULSIVE UNION WITH 
HER, HE FELL A VICTIM TO 
I J THE INESCAPABLE LAWS OF 
l>: FATE. 


AND CLASPING THE LIFE 
LESS PANDU IN PEEP 
6RIEF, MADR1 BESAN TO 
WEEP ALOUD. HER LOUP 
WAILS BROUGHT KUNTI 
AND THE CHILDREN TO 
THAT SPOT. 


mm 




^75 


" AND MAORI CM ED OUT IN 
ANGUISH: |- 


" KUNTI LEFT THE CHILDREN WHERE THEN 
WERE AND RAN TOWARDS MAORI, CRN/NO; 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



0 MAORI, WOU 
SHOULD HAVE 
PROTECTEP HIM. 
WHH WAS HE 
7EMPTEP IN THIS 
SECLUPEP 
PLACE? 


EVER OPPRE6SEP 
B H THE MEMOKV OF 
THE CURSE, HOW 
COULP HE BESTIR 
HIMSELF IN THIS 
MANNER WHILE 
v WITH HOU? > 


ANO SAB SAID TO MAORI 


THIS HERO HAP ALL 
audng been GUARDED 
B4 ME WITH BENEVOLENT 
CARE, HOW COULP HE 
OVERLOOK THE RESTRAINTS; 
OF THE DEER'S CURSE? I 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 


" fAAPR! REPLIED: 


!3 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



TO THIS REpUEp, 


0 REVERED SISTER, 
IF I SURVIVE 40U, IT IS 
CERTAIN I WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO REAR TOUR 
CHILDREN AS IF THE*/ 
k WERE MINE, 


IPrP! 


/ BUT TOU, 

0 KUNTI, WILL 
WITHOUT DOUBT 
BRING UP THE 
k CHILPREN IN 
I EQUAL GRACE 


AS IT WAS IN THE 
PURSUIT OF MH BOPV 
THAT THE KING MET 
WITH HIS DEATH, IT IS 
THIS BODV OF MINE 
THAT SHOULD BE 
BURNT WITH — 

. H/S. 


WITH THESE FINAL 
,* WORDS, MADRI 
’%£■ ASCENDED THE FUNERAL 

SS © 40 Pi/Qfc nr LIED Ul ICSMin 


PVRE OF HER HUSBAND, 
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THE ADVENT OF THE KURU PRINCES 



THE WORTHS KIMS PANPU \\ 

HAP COME HERE ANP HAP SOUGHT N 
TO LIVE THE LIFE OF A RECLUSE W/TH> 
US. IT 1$ OUR PUTH TO LEAP HIS WIFE M 
.ANP CHILPREN BACK ID HIS 7 ] 

KINGDOM. 


WE RISHIS OF SHA7ASHRINOA, WITNESSING THE DEATH \ 




OF PANPU. CONFERRED AMONGST THEMSELVES ANP SAID. 


" THEN to entrust the sons of panpu to 

BHEFSHMA ANP DHRITARASHTRA, THE RtSHtS 
SET OUT FOR HASTINAPURA WITH HUNT!, THE 
CHILPREN ANP THE CHARRED REMAINS OF 
PANPU ANP MAORI 


ANP THUS ENDS THE THIRD SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF 
VAISHAMPAWNA'S RECITAL OF VHASA'S /MORTAL IT/HASA J 
THE MAHABHARATA ■ 
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